August 31, 2026
Dear Members of Congress,

As community, environmental, and civic leaders based in New York and New Jersey, we write to
express our strong opposition to H.R. 9436. This legislation would delay urgently needed
protections for the North Atlantic right whale for seven years, freezing management progress
until 2035.

North Atlantic right whales are regularly seen in waters off of Long Island, New York and the
Coast of New Jersey. Migrating over 1000 miles from their northeast feeding grounds to their
southern calving grounds, they have already been recorded in the New York Bight and southeast
of Atlantic City. New Jersey this year. In 2024, scientists from the New England Aquarium
recorded 82 Right whales — including 56 in one day — forty miles south of Long Island. This

represents nearly a quarter of the total population.

Extinction is permanent, and the crisis facing the North Atlantic right whale demands immediate,
courageous leadership. With fewer than 400 individuals remaining — and a critically low count
of roughly 70 breeding females — every single year of delayed action brings this species closer
to disappearing forever. The science is undisputed: accidental entanglement in vertical fishing
lines is one of the primary drivers of serious injury and death for these whales, with over 86% of
living right whales carrying scars from past entanglements. These injuries and deaths are
preventable, but only if our national policy allows science-based solutions to move forward.

H.R. 9436 sets a dangerous precedent by locking our ocean management into outdated status quo
practices for nearly a decade. Specifically, the bill would prevent NOAA Fisheries from
developing and implementing science-based management measures that could reduce the risk of
entanglements, such as modifying fishing practices in areas and at times of highest risk, and
expanding new technologies that both protect whales and maintain fishing opportunities.
Protecting endangered wildlife and fostering resilient coastal economies are not opposing goals.
Pushing safety measures off to 2035 stalls the momentum behind collaborative ocean
stewardship, science-based dynamic management, and crucial federal resources that help both
whales and coastal communities thrive.

Communities in New York and New Jersey have consistently supported forward-thinking,
science-based approaches that safeguard our shared marine heritage while ensuring our coastal
economies can adapt and flourish. Halting progress for another seven years undermines the work
our region has done to promote a healthy ocean ecosystem.

The North Atlantic right whale cannot afford to wait until 2035, and neither can the communities
that care about the future of our oceans. We urge you to reject H.R. 9436 and stand up for the
recovery of one of the most endangered species on Earth.



Sincerely,

New York

Candis Whitney
Executive Director
Amelia Island Whale Ambassadors

John Balet, MS

SUNY Master Science Teacher
Ballston Spa High School
Ballston Spa, New York

Diana Hernandez
Managing Director, Beyond Plastics
Albany, New York

Carolina Korth
Co-President, Beyond Plastics Queens
Queens, New York

Nancy Tudor
Climate Steward, Beyond Plastics Schenectady
Clifton Park, New York

Michael Rosenthal
President, Capital Region Vegan Network
Albany, New York

Adrienne Esposito

Executive Director, Citizens Campaign for the
Environment

Farmindale, New York

Barbara Heinzen

Member, Clean Air Coalition of
Ravena-Coeymans

New Baltimore, New York

New Jersey

Casey Deacon
President, Alliance for a Living Ocean
Surf City, New Jersey

Allison McLeod

Interim Executive Director

New Jersey League of Conservation Voters
New Jersey

Gregory A. Remaud
Executive Director, NY/NJ Baykeeper
Keyport, New Jersey

John Turner

Conservation Policy Advocate
Seatuck Environmental Association
Setauket, New Jersey

Doug O'Malley
Director, Environment New Jersey
Trenton, New Jersey



Christina Rupp
Ecological Artist
Ulster County, New York

Jean Citarella
Leadership Team, Forest Hills Indivisible
Forest Hills, New York

Catherine M. Filloux
Playwright
New York City, New York

Sara Gronim
Co-leader, 350Brooklyn
Brooklyn, New York

Jennifer Vogt
Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter
East Northport, New York

Carl Safina
Endowed Professor in Marine Science
University of New York at Stony Brook

Brody Eggert
Long Island Chapter Manager, Surfrider
East Hampton, New York

Natalya Khorover
Founder/Educator
Repurposer Collective
Mamaroneck New York

Jessica Welshans
Volunteer Member, Rensselaer Enviro. Coalition
Rensselaer, New York



Chris Allieri
Executive Director, NYC Plover
ProjectRockaway Beach, New York

Barry Pendergrass

Volunteer

Religious Action Center for Reform Judaism
New York, Albany

Mindy Block
President, Quality Parks
Port Jefferson, New York

Megan Wolff
Executive Director, P-SNAP Network
New Paltz, New York

Rob Weltner
President, Operation SPLASH
Freeport, New York

Gail Tierney
New York Field Representative, Oceana
Brooklyn, New York

Saman Mahmood
Director Advocacy, NYC Bird Alliance
New York City, New York

Joseph Butera
President, NE Ecological Recovery Society
New York

Susan Schwarz
Board member, LWV Rivertowns
Tarrytown, New York

Sari Fordham
Professor



Beyond Plastics
Manlius, New York

Margaret Reilly

Leader

Climate Crisis Working Group (IMV)
Mohawk Valley (Utica), New York

Mike Mc Kenna

Board member

Coastal Research and Education Society of Long
Island

Islip, New York

Arthur H. Kopelman, Ph.D.

Co-founder, president and senior scientist
Coastal Research and Education Society of Long
Island (CRESLI)

West Sayville 11796, New York

Heidi Wendel

Community Member
Community Gardener and lawyer
Cold Spring, New York

Keyla Ordonez
Member

CRESLI

Islandia, New York

Charlie Eyester
Conservation Ally
CRESLI

Lake Grove, New York

Dara Mullen

Volunteer

CRESLI

Hampton Bays, New York



Theresa Leahy

Outdoor Educator/Volunteer for non-profit
marine wildlife organizations

CRESLI and AMSEAS

West Sayville, New York

Douglas Schmid

Professor, Environmental Science
CRESLI, Sierra Group Long Island
Northport, New York

Zsolt Bendel
CEO

CupZero Inc
New York City

Danielle M Del Castillo
Adjunct Professor
Fordham University
Bronx, New York

Noah Schindler
Researcher

Gallo

Calverton, New York

Marianne Kraft
Retired Educator
Greenpeace
Bronx, New York

Melissa Finucane
Researcher

Higher Education

Stony Brook, New York

Sally Thurston
Concerned citizen

It’s Easy Being Green
New York City



Shaeril McBrown
Bronx, New York

Doug DeFeo

Volunteer and Rescue Team Member
Marine Rescue Center

East Moriches, New York

Obie Hunt
Retired
Bronx, New York

Tricia Rizzi

Member

Oceana, NY is not Disposable
Massapequa, New York

Darwin Deblasio

Member

Somas

Stony Brook University, New York

Anushka Rajagopalan

Graduate Student

Stony Brook University

Port Jefferson, Long Island, New York

Ciaran Edwards

Marine Science Graduate Student
Stony Brook University
Patchogue, New York

Alyssa Pfitzer Price
Graduate Researcher
Stony Brook University
Stony Brook, New York

Deborah Herdan
Rockaway Beach, Queens, New York



