
 

April 16, 2026 

Dear Members of Congress, 

As New Yorkers, we fiercely value the preservation and protection of healthy ecosystems, clean 
water, and diverse wildlife. We write to express the strongest possible opposition, as any good 
New Yorker could do, to the ESA Amendments Act of 2025 (H.R. 1897) and its component titles, 
some of which have also been introduced as standalone legislation or included in other bills this 
Congress. This legislation would effectively destroy  the Endangered Species Act (ESA)—a law 
that has protected America’s most vulnerable wildlife for over half a century with  broad, 
bipartisan support since its passage. 

New York’s natural heritage depends on the ESA’s strong, science‑based protections. From the 
Piping Plover along our Atlantic Coast and Great Lakes beaches, to the North Atlantic Right 
Whales that swim off our coastline,  and the Indiana Bat in our forests, many species that enrich 
our state’s ecosystems rely on the ESA as their last line of defense. Removing the law’s core 
safeguards would certainly jeopardize decades of recovery progress and undermine the ESA’s 
very purpose: preventing extinction. 

The ESA Amendments Act would take decision-making away from scientific expertise, greatly 
limit the ability to list species in urgent need of protection, and enact  unnecessary barriers to 
habitat conservation. These changes would dismantle the ESA as we know it. At a time when 
biodiversity loss is accelerating globally, and in our state, severely weakening our most effective 
conservation tool is the wrong direction for our country to take. 

From our beautiful protected areas, such as the Adirondacks and Catskills, to our breathtaking 
beaches along Long Island and Queens, the ESA has helped ensure the protections of these 
natural areas, at minimal cost and with substantial long‑term benefits. Protecting endangered 
species is not only our responsibility and legal obligation, but also an economic driver, 
supporting outdoor recreation, tourism, and the resilient natural systems on which our 
communities depend. 

I respectfully ask you to stand with scientists, conservationists, and the majority of Americans 
who support the ESA by voting against the ESA Amendments Act. This is not an update, but 
instead a wholesale rewrite of a monumental environmental law that works. Please defend the 
integrity of this landmark law and uphold our nation’s commitment to safeguarding irreplaceable 
species for future generations. 

We trust that we can count on you to support some of the most fragile species in our midst and 
preserve and protect them for years to come.  

Sincerely, 

Conservation and Community 

Chris Allieri 
Executive Director 
NYC Plover Project 
Queens, NY 
 

Raul “Rocci” Aguirre 
Executive Director 
Adirondack Council​
Elizabethtown, NY 
 



 

Adrienne Esposito 
Executive Director,​
Citizens Campaign for the Environment 
Long Island, NY 
 
Jessica Lax 
Executive Director ​
Algonquin to Adirondacks Collaborative 
Canton, NY 
 
Danielle McCulloch 
Executive Director​
American Littoral Society 
New York, NY 
 
Dennis Hrehowsik 
President​
Brooklyn Bird Club 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Don Riepe 
Jamaica Bay Guardian 
American Littoral Society 
New York, NY 
 
Mindy Block 
President​
Quality Parks 
Suffolk County, NY 
 
Sally Wellinger 
Executive Director, Center for 
Environmental Education and Discovery 
Brookhaven, NY 
 
Kay Tyler 
Executive Director ​
Concerned Citizens of Montauk 
Montauk, NY 
 
Robert S. DeLuca 
President ​
Group for the East End 
Southhold, NY  
 
Chris St Lawrence 
Director of Communications​
Gotham Whale 
New York, NY 
 

Regan Downey​
Director of Education and Advocacy ​
Wolf Conservation Center​
South Salem, NY 
 
Carl Safina, PhD 
Endowed Professor and MacArthur Fellow, The 
Safina Center 
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Patricia Aitken​
President​
New York State Ornithological Society (NYSOA)​
Oyster Bay, NY 
 
James David Taylor​
Environmental Writer and Speaker​
Calverton, NY 
 
Robert A. DiGiovanni, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Atlantic Marine Conservation Society 
Westhampton Beach, NY 
 
Maura Muller​
President  
Sullivan County Audubon Society​
Sullivan County, NY 
 
Steve Hintze​
Volunteer ​
Three Village Historical Society and  
Frank Melville Park ​
Setauket, NY 
 
Erin Zipman 
Clean Energy Intern ​
Network for a Sustainable Tomorrow​
Binghamton, NY 
 
Arthur H. Kopelman, Ph.D. 
President, Coastal Research and Education 
Society of Long Island 
West Sayville, NY 
 
Dana Esposito​
Volunteer  
Sweetbriar Nature Center​
Smithtown, NY 
 



 

Terri Carta 
Executive Director, Jamaica 
Bay-Rockaway Parks Conservancy 
New York, NY 
 
Matt Salton 
Federal Policy Manager 
New York League of Conservation Voters 
New York, NY 
 
Casey Kennedy​
Civil Servant​
NY State Government​
Long Island, NY 
 
Juliana Merluccio​
Environmental Analyst​
LI Sound Partnership​
Smithtown, NY 
 
Rita McMahon 
Executive Director​
Wild Bird Fund 
New York, NY 
 
Katherine Nadeau 
Deputy Executive Director 
Environmental Advocates NY 
Albany, NY 
 
Allie Taylor 
President 
Voters For Animal Rights 
New York, NY 
 
Russell Comeau 
President 
South Shore Audubon Society 
Freeport, NY 
 
Jane Fasullo 
Chair  
Sierra Club – Long Island Group 
Nassau and Suffolk Counties, NY 
 
John Turner 
Conservation Policy Advocate 
Seatuck Environmental Association 
Islip, NY 
 

Laura Philbin​
Former Wildlife Educator 
Tackapausha Museum​
Seaford, NY 
 
Rob Weltner​
President, Operation SPLASH​
Chairman of the Commission for the 
Environment, Village of Freeport NY​
Freeport, NY 
 
Madeline Bini​
Outreach Manager 
The Safina Center​
East Setauket, NY 
 
Jacqueline Jergensen​
Senior Environmental Specialist, Triumvirate 
Environmental​
New York, NY 
 
Joseph S. Butera 
President, Northeast Ecological Recovery 
Society 
Adirondack, NY 
 
Taffy Williams 
President and Founder 
NY4Whales 
Yonkers, NY 
 
Saman Mahmood 
Director of Advocacy and Engagement 
NYC Bird Alliance 
New York, NY 
 
John v. H. Halsey 
President  
Peconic Land Trust 
Southampton, NY 
 
Danielle Moore 
Program Coordinator 
Renewable Energy Long Island 
Queens, NY 
 
Anne Swaim 
Executive Director  
Saw Mill River Audubon 
Chappaqua, NY 



 

Dr. James Ammerman 
Science Coordinator 
Long Island Sound Partnership 
Kings Park, NY 

Lisa Breslof​
President​
NY State Marine Education Association​
NYC Bououghs and Long Island  
 
 

Research and Academic 

Orla LoPiccolo 
Professor 
Farmingdale State College 
Farmingdale, NY 
 
Luis E. Medina Faull 
Professor 
Stony Brook University 
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Delaney Costante​
PhD Candidate, School of Marine and 
Atmospheric Sciences (SoMAS) 
Stony Brook University​
Southampton, NY 
 
Ellen K. Pikitch, Ph.D. 
Endowed Professor 
Stony Brook University 
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Melissa Finucane 
Professor 
Stony Brook University 
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Michael Itzkin 
Assistant Professor 
Stony Brook University 
Patchogue, NY 
 
Gordon T. Taylor, Ph.D. 
Professor & Head of the School of Marine 
and Atmospheric Sciences (SoMAS) 
Marine Sciences Division 
Stony Brook University 
East Setauket, NY 
 
 
 
 

Farrah Leone​
Wildlife Technician 
Stony Brook University​
Long Island, NY 
 
Alyssa Pfitzer Price​
Graduate Researcher 
Stony Brook University​
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Ciaran Edwards​
Graduate Research Student, School of Marine 
and Atmospheric Sciences (SoMAS) ​
Stony Brook University​
Patchogue, NY 
 
Therese Apuzzo​
Graduate Student 
Stony Brook University​
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Alison Whitney​
Graduate Student 
Stony Brook University​
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Adrian Wu​
Graduate Student 
Stony Brook University​
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Stephanie Arsenault​
Graduate Student, School of Marine and 
Atmospheric Sciences (SoMAS) 
Stony Brook University​
Stony Brook, NY 
 
 
 
 



 

 ​
 

Paul Shepson 
Dean 
School of Marine and Atmospheric 
Sciences (SoMAS) 
Stony Brook University 
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Kurt Bretsch, PhD 
Lecturer 
School of Marine and Atmospheric 
Sciences (SoMAS) 
Stony Brook University 
Southampton, NY 
 
Christopher Pitt Wolfe 
Professor 
Stony Brook University 
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Henry Bokuniewicz 
Professor of Oceanography 
Stony Brook University 
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Mather Hoyt​
Plant Breeding Technician 
Cornell University​
Riverhead, NY 
 
Joshua Meza-Fidalgo​
Research Associate, Stony Brook 
University​
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Matthew Learn​
Research Associate 
Stony Brook University​
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Ian Robinson​
Graduate Assistant Researcher 
Stony Brook University​
Southampton, NY 

Michael Kim​
Marine Sciences PhD Student, School of Marine 
and Atmospheric Sciences (SoMAS), Stony 
Brook University​
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Christopher Paparo​
Manager of the Marine Sciences Center, School 
of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences (SoMAS), 
Stony Brook University​
Southampton, NY 
 
Jack Kranes​
Master’s Student, School of Marine and 
Atmospheric Sciences (SoMAS), Stony Brook 
University​
Laurel, NY 
 
Anthony Murphy-Neilson​
Graduate Student 
Stony Brook University​
Port Jefferson, NY 
 
Anushka Rajagopalan​
Graduate Student, Stony Brook University​
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Darwin Deblasio​
Student 
Stony Brook University​
Stony Brook, NY 
 
Ione Henriksen​
B.S. in Marine Science 
Stony Brook University​
Suffolk, NY 
 
Jiayang Li​
Member 
Stony Brook University​
Stony Brook, NY 


