
April 15, 2026 
 
Dear Member of Congress, 
 
From the Everglades to the Gulf Coast, from our springs to our reefs, the survival of threatened 
and endangered species is directly tied to the resilience of Florida’s tourism industry, our 
fisheries, our outdoor recreation economy, and the quality of life that attracts families and 
businesses to our state. As Floridians, we take pride in our incredible biodiversity and depend 
on it for our way of life. We write to urge you to oppose the ESA Amendments Act of 2025 
(H.R. 1897) and its component titles. The bill rewrites the Endangered Species Act (ESA) in a 
manner that undermines our efforts to preserve and recover Florida’s most at-risk animals, 
plants, and habitats. 
 
The ESA has conserved species like the bald eagle and American alligator, bringing them back 
from the brink of extinction. Florida’s unique marine and terrestrial environments support more 
than a hundred species currently listed under the ESA, including the American manatee, all 
species of sea turtles, many species of coral found in Florida’s coasts; Rice’s whale, smalltooth 
sawfish, Key deer, Florida scrub-jay, and the Florida panther.  
 
Florida’s economy is the fourth-largest in the U.S., contributing more than $1.7 trillion into the 
U.S. economy in 2024. As documented by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 
recreational activity along Florida’s coasts brings in hundreds of billions of dollars and supports 
hundreds of thousands of jobs each year. Millions of people visit Florida each year to enjoy our 
natural areas. Without protections for habitats and wildlife, the economic value of our natural 
resources to visitors will be greatly diminished.  

Florida species protected under the Endangered Species Act drive significant economic activity 
through activities such as - 

●​ Supervised “turtle walks” during sea turtle nesting season, eco-boat trips, and snorkeling 
excursions to witness Florida’s iconic sea turtles in the wild; 

●​ Guided paddle tours, boardwalk strolls, and abundant tourism activities for manatee 
sightseeing; 

●​ Diving, snorkeling, and recreational fishing in coral reef habitats; 
●​ Recreation in protected natural areas (i.e., National and state parks). 

For over 50 years, the Endangered Species Act has provided a strong legal framework while 
facilitating collaboration among governments, conservation organizations, and community 
partners. Largely thanks to the ESA, green sea turtles have set record-high nest counts in 
recent years and Florida’s loggerhead sea turtle aggregation is now the largest in the world. 
ESA protections helped bring American manatee numbers in the state from fewer than 1,000 to 
around 10,000, and Florida panther numbers from fewer than 30 to around 200. While full 
recovery of threatened and endangered species takes time, results in Florida are a testament to 
the necessity of the ESA. 



Unfortunately, the ESA Amendments Act (H.R. 1897) adds no new science-based recovery 
measures for at-risk species and adds no new measures to stop the causes of wildlife 
extinction. Instead, H.R. 1897 - 

●​ Prevents reasonable measures to mitigate harm to listed species. Under the current 
framework, if a federal agency action must hurt a listed species in one place, they can 
mitigate that loss by helping the species in another place, such as by restoring or 
protecting habitat elsewhere. H.R. 1897 explicitly prohibits this balanced approach. 

●​ Shrinks and fragments critical habitat. Federal agencies would only be able to 
designate critical habitat where a threatened or endangered species currently exists, 
preventing the conservation of suitable habitat areas where the species could be 
reintroduced or grow into as they recover. 

●​ Eliminates key opportunities for public accountability and oversight over the 
federal government. The bill prevents the public from reviewing, submitting comments, 
and challenging federal decisions that would harm listed species and remove their 
protections. 

●​ Overburdens state agencies. While state agencies are essential partners for wildlife 
conservation, they lack sufficient resources and legal frameworks to be solely 
responsible for the monitoring and recovery of species at risk of extinction.  

●​ Creates a patchwork of insufficient protections. Many threatened and endangered 
species range across multiple states or migrate during the year, and a national 
perspective is necessary for effective species recovery programs.  

 
We respectfully ask you to oppose H.R. 1897 and instead uphold the science-based framework 
of the ESA as it is currently written. Weakening the ESA would harm Florida’s wildlife and 
environment, as well as our communities and economy. 

Thank you for your service to Florida and for considering our concerns.  

 

Sincerely, ​
 

North Florida 

Sarah Gledhill 
President and CEO 
Florida Wildlife Federation 
St. Augustine, Florida and statewide work 
 
Katie Bauman 
Florida Policy Manager 
Surfrider Foundation 
Jacksonville, Florida and statewide Work 
 

Stacey Gallagher 
Policy Coordinator 
Sea Turtle Conservancy 
Gainesville, Florida and statewide Work 
 
Ryan Smart 
Executive Director 
Florida Springs Council 
Gainesville, Florida 
 



Katherine Sayler 
Southeast Representative 
Defenders of Wildlife Florida Field Office 
Gainesville, Florida 
 

Eric Cassels 
Company Owner 
Cassels Mobile Bait (Bait Shop) 
Lochloosa, Florida 
 

Central Florida 

Elizabeth Neville 
Director of Environmental Law and Policy 
Save the Manatee Club (Nonprofit) 
Longwood, Florida and statewide work   
 
Jessica Gottsleben 
Executive Director and Founder 
Cyber x Climate 
Orlando, Florida 
 
Whitney Cox 
Disney World Cast Member 
Walt Disney World 
Orlando, Florida 
 
Geoffrey Don Groover 
Certified Mineral Manager / Land Manager 
Zia Lone Star LLC 
Orlando, Florida 
 

Katrina R. Shadix 
Executive Director 
Bear Warriors United Inc.  
Oviedo, Florida and statewide work 
 
Katherine Booth 
Founder 
Let's Be a Good Neighbor to the Lagoon 
Vero Beach, Florida 
 
Teresa Isham 
Native American Wildlife Advocate 
Southern Kechemeche Tribe 
Geneva, Florida 
 

Southwest Florida 

Martha Collins 
Executive Director 
Healthy Gulf 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
 
Jasmin Graham 
President and CEO 
Minorities in Shark Sciences 
Sarasota, Florida 
 
 
 
 

Jon Paul "J.P." Brooker 
Director, Florida Conservation 
Ocean Conservancy 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
 
Joseph Cavanaugh 
Calusa Waterkeeper 
Calusa Waterkeeper, Inc. 
Fort Myers, Florida 
 
 
 
 



Jessica Leone 
Academic Advisor 
Community Academy 
Venice, Florida 
 
Becky Thompson 
Advocate 
Etowah Tribe 
Citrus County, Florida   
 
Amber Crooks 
Senior Environmental Policy Advisor 
Conservancy of Southwest Florida 
Naples, Florida 
 
S. Reske 
Vice Chair 
Greater Charlotte Harbor Group of the Sierra Club 
Boca Grande, Florida 
 
Brittany Powell 
Attorney 
McKnight Law Group 
Tampa, Florida 
 
Bobbie Lee Davenport 
President 
Responsible Growth Management Coalition 
Naples, Florida 
 
Debbie Trent 
Licensed Mental Health Counselor 
Rula 
Dunedin, Florida 
 

Becky Ayech 
President 
Environmental Confederation of 
Southwest Florida 
Sarasota, Florida 
 
Kelly Patton 
Chapter Leader 
UU St. Pete Animal Ministry 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
 
Laurie A. Macdonald 
Wildlife Zoologist 
Former Member (USFWS Florida 
Panther Recovery Team & American 
Manatee Recovery Team) 
St. Petersburg, Florida and statewide 
work  
 
Sara Sarnoski 
Deputy Director for Water, Sanitation, 
and Hygiene; Manatee Rescue 
Volunteer 
Gates Foundation; US Fish and Wildlife 
Service / Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
Crystal River, Florida 
 
 
 
 

Southeast Florida 

Marilu Cristina Flores 
Communications Lead 
Endangered Species Coalition 
Miami, Florida  
 
 

Hannah Medd 
President - Lead Researcher 
American Shark Conservancy 
Palm Beach, Florida 
 
 



Matthew Schwartz 
Executive Director 
South Florida Wildlands Association 
South Florida 
 
Mike Gibaldi 
Chair 
Surfrider Foundation Miami Chapter 
Miami Beach, Florida 
 
Jessica Pate 
Scientist and US Country Manager 
Marine Megafauna Foundation 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
 
Whitney Crowder 
Co-Founder & Director of Operations 
Sea Turtle Specialists 
Palm Beach County, Florida 
 
Leigh Emerson-Smith 
Ocean Advocate 
Surfrider Foundation; The Nature Conservancy; 
US Lifesaving Association 
South Miami / Miami Beach, Florida 
 
Mary Hope Schwoebel 
Board Member, Sustainability and Resiliency 
Advisory Board 
Nova Southeastern University 
Broward County, Florida 
 
Catherine Uden 
Senior Field Representative 
Oceana 
Broward County, Florida 
 
Amanda Prieto 
Chief Operating Officer 
Miami Waterkeeper 
Miami-Dade, Florida 
 
 

Eve Samples 
Executive Director 
Friends of the Everglades 
Stuart, Florida 
 
Tania Galloni 
Managing Attorney 
Earthjustice Florida Regional Office 
Miami, Florida 
 
Tiffany Grantham 
Conservation Co-Chair 
Broward Group Sierra Club 
Broward County, Florida 
 
Sylvia Meyer 
Co-Chair Conservation 
Broward Sierra Group 
Broward County, Florida 
 
Leah Weisburd 
Chair (Broward Sierra Group) & Florida 
Chapter Executive Committee 
National Sierra Organization 
Broward County, Florida 
 
Tiina Lombard 
Retired Environmental Educator 
Miami Dade College 
Lake Park, Florida 
 
Caroline Williams 
Treatment Plant Operations 
Miami-Dade County Water and Sewer 
Department 
Miami, Florida 
 
 



Florida Keys 

Jana Wiggins 
Florida Coordinator CPWF 
Captain Paul Watson Foundation 
Florida Keys, Florida 

Jodie S. Cerra 
Executive Director 
Florida Bay Forever 
Islamorada, Florida  

 
 
 
 


