
 
April 16, 2026 

 
Dear Members of Congress, 
 
As Coloradans, wildlife and our public lands are a core value and a defining part of who we are.  
We write to express our strong opposition to the ESA Amendments Act of 2025 (H.R. 1897) and 
the component titles of the bill, some of which have also been introduced as standalone 
legislation or included in other bills this Congress. This bill would remove the protections that 
endangered species like the mountain plover, black footed ferret and lynx need to survive. 
Extinction is forever and that is unacceptable to the people of Colorado.The bill’s harmful 
consequences for Colorado’s wildlife would degrade our already fragile ecosystems as they 
work best when there are as many different species that have co-evolved together as possible 
to create ecosystems that are resilient to extreme weather, destructive events, and disease.  
 
People from all over the world travel to Colorado to experience its diverse wildlife and 
breathtaking scenery, which includes forests, mountains, rivers, canyons, and grasslands. This 
industry generates $65.8 billion dollars a year to our state economy. The economies of rural 
towns and cities in Colorado would therefore be significantly harmed if we experience extinction 
of species and degradation of ecosystems that support our outdoor and tourism industries.  
 
Our wildlife and wild places need more support, not less 
 
The state of Colorado is a leader in the restoration of extirpated species and in the protection of 
threatened and endangered species. We pioneered the restoration of the Canada lynx in the 
1990s, we have had success in protecting and restoring native fish such as the western 
cutthroat trout, and we have led a tri-state effort to protect the greater sage grouse and 
Gunnison sage grouse–all because the Endangered Species Act existed and was upheld.  
 
Most recently, Colorado made world history when voters decided to restore gray wolves through 
the direct democracy of a ballot measure; wolves are once again filling their important ecological 
niche. In the next few years, the wolverine will be restored to Colorado where we have some of 
the last best habitat for them.  
 
In direct contrast to this progress fueled by the Colorado public’s support for protecting wildlife, 
the ESA Amendments Act loosens scientific standards making it harder to ensure Colorado 
wildlife get the protections they need and threatens the gains we have made over the past three 
decades. The federal Endangered Species Act has worked well for Colorado, providing key 
legal mechanisms needed to protect and recover species and their habitats. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

The bill puts mega-industries over Colorado businesses 
 
This bill would prioritize short-term profits for extractive industries over the sustainable wildlife 
and outdoor industry we have worked so hard to create.The long-lasting scars from logging, 
mining, and inappropriate livestock overgrazing are all deeply damaging to our wildlife and 
outdoor industry, constituting a direct attack on our long-held values and culture as Coloradans. 
 
Who wants to go skiing where the views are blighted by clear cuts and open mines? Or go 
fishing in waters where the sediment and acid mine drainage kills life in the creeks so prized by 
anglers? The Endangered Species Act was supported near unanimously by Congress and the 
Republican President Richard Nixon for a reason. 
 
Colorado communities will lose the wildlife and nature that sustain us 
 
Wildlife and our public lands are intimately connected with our local communities across the 
state. The elk in Rocky Mountain National Park, the pronghorn on the eastern plains, the trout in 
our streams, amongst all the other wildlife, create the tapestry of life across our state.  
 
When a thread is pulled from that tapestry it weakens and leaves a hole. Sometimes that can be 
repaired, but in the case of extinction, the damage is forever. A choice that if made cannot be 
undone. If enough of those threads are removed, the rich tapestry, built over decades and 
maintained for just as long, falls apart in moments and with it so does our culture, our way of 
life, our economies, public health, and the ecosystems that nourish us, and for many people put 
food on the table. 
 
This bill would allow for the threads of that tapestry to be ripped out without restraint. This can 
cause irreparable damage faster than most realize. We need the proper management and 
protections and process of the ESA to ensure that we protect what is so important to us.  
 
We once again reiterate our strong opposition to the ESA Amendments Act of 2025. If this bill is 
allowed to become law, you will be responsible for irreparable harm to not only our economy 
and way of life but countless communities across the United States. Please protect our 
endangered species and stop this bill. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elected Leaders: 
Cathy Kipp 
Senator, District 14 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
 
Claire Carmelia 
Mayor 
Westminster, Colorado 



 

 
 
Tammy Story 
Colorado State Representative, Colorado General Assembly 
Conifer, Colorado 
 
Hollie Rogin 
Mayor 
Lyons, Colorado 
 
John I Clark 
Mayor 
Ridgeway, Colorado 
 
Michael S. Underwood 
Mayor 
Ouray, Colorado 
 
Faith Leaders: 
 
Mark Meeks​  
Minister, Capitol Heights Presbyterian Church​  
Denver, Colorado 
 
Toni Nading ​  
Leader, First Universalist Church of Denver​  
Denver, Colorado 
 
Conservation Voices: 
 
Ryan Sedgeley 
Southern Rockies Representative, Endangered Species Coalition 
Montrose, Colorado 
 
Thomas Delehanty​  
Senior Attorney, Earthjustice, Rocky Mountain Office​  
Denver, Colorado 
 
Ann Tagawa​  
Volunteer Leader, Boulder County Audubon Society​ 
Boulder, Colorado 
 
 
 



 

Beth Conrey​  
Owner​Bee Squared Apiaries​ 
Berthoud, Colorado 
 
Don Thompson 
Board member of San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council and San Luis Valley Great Outdoors 
Alamosa, Colorado 
 
James R Senger II​  
Board Member Vallecito Conservation and Sporting Association Inc.​  
Bayfield, Colorado 
 
Susan Spaulding​  
Wildlife Biologist, Boulder County​  
Boulder and Longmont, Colorado 
 
Gaia Mika​  
Member, Boulder County Climate Justice Hive​  
Boulder, Colorado 
 
Christie Amero​  
Senior Associate, Cadmus​  
Boulder, Colorado 
 
Chris Moore ​  
Nature Photographer,​Chris Moore Photography​  
Denver, Colorado 
 
Matt Young​  
Forest Ecologist, Colorado State Forest Service​  
Durango, Colorado 
 
Darlene Kobobel​  
President/CEO​  
Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center​  
Divide, Colorado 
 
Linda McLane ​  
Pica Patrol, ColoradoWild​  
Broomfield, Colorado 
 
Delia G. Malone​  
Ecologist and Board President, ColoradoWild​  
Redstone, Colorado 



 

David Lien​  
Hunter​Conservationist 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 
 
Gadalia O'Bryan ​  
CEO, Dapple Security (Colorado cybersecurity company) ​  
Centennial, Colorado 
 
Adam Love​  
Licensed Professional Counselor, Denver Urban Gardens Member​ 
Denver, Colorado 
 
Julie Krajewski ​  
Rocky Mountains Conservation Program Director, Denver Zoo Conservation Alliance ​  
Denver, Colorado 
 
Michael McLane ​  
Business Leader, Flatirons Habitat for Humanity  
Broomfield, Colorado 
 
Jim Dyer​  
Executive Director, Healthy Community Food Systems 
Durango, Colorado 
 
Michael Jones ​  
Wildlife Ecologist, High Prairie Environmental LLC 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
 
Susan Tembrock ​  
Consultant , Home Health​  
Fort Collins, Colorado 
 
Kelly Slattery ​  
Member, Humane Colorado ​  
Aurora, Colorado 
 
Zachary Jeffreya​  
Teacher, Jeffco Public Schools​  
Arvada, Colorado 
 
Mary Young ​  
Writer, Mary Taylor Young Nature Writing ​  
Castle Rock, Colorado 
 



 

Mark Surls​  
Colorado & Northern Rockies Coordinator, Project Coyote​  
Lakewood, Colorado 
 
Chris Dugan​  
Teacher, Red Rocks College ​ 
Denver, Colorado 
 
Robert Wagner​  
Senior Ecologist, Retired​  
Castle Rock, Colorado 
 
Elizabeth Morgan​  
Board Member, Rocky Mountain Wild​  
Southern Rockies, Colorado 
 
Jill Jakowich​  
Community Scientist, Rocky Mountain Wild​  
Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado 
 
Kathy Ludwig​  
Member, Rocky Mountain Wild​  
Boulder, Colorado 
 
Kim Smith​  
Citizen Scientist, Rocky Mountain Wild​  
Littleton, Colorado 
 
Megan Mueller​  
Conservation Biologist - Leadership team, Rocky Mountain Wild Colorado 
 
Kimberly Jones Thomas​  
Citizen Data Scientist and VP of Marketing,  
Rocky Mountain Wild and Denver Zoo Conservation Alliance​  
Golden, Colorado 
 
Matt Barnes​  
Business owner, Shining Horizons Land Management, LLC​ 
Dolores, Colorado 
 
Karl Ford​  
Citizen scientist, Sierra Club​  
Longmont, Colorado 
 



 

Caroline Brown​  
Retired Contractor for U.S. Forest Service, Southwest Colorado Canyon Alliance​Board 
Dolores, Colorado 
 
Carla Behrens ​  
Retired Educator, St. VRAIN Valley Public Schools​  
Longmont, Colorado 
 
David Havlick​  
Professor of Geography and Environmental Studies​, University of Colorado, Colorado Springs 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 
 
Delaney Rudy​ 
Colorado Director, Western Watersheds Project​  
Paonia, Colorado 
 
Kim Bean​  
Founder/President, Wolf and Wildlife Advocates​  
Greeley, Colorado 
 
Lauren Hansen 
Colorado State Advocate, Project Coyote 
Denver, Colorado 
 
Nancy Harlow 
Member, EarthJustice 
 
Dr. Richard Bruess 
Running Coach, Athletics 
 
Susan Ambler 
Instructor, Colorado Native Plant Society 
Denver, Colorado 
 
Scott Dotson 
Member, Rocky Mountain Wild 
Bayfield, Colorado 
 
Dr. Kimberly Johnson 
Durango, Colorado 
 
Barbara Vasquez 
NW Colorado Broadband Co-leader, Great Old Broads for Wilderness 
Cowdrey, Colorado 



 

Lana Tyler 
Retired Patrol Captain, United States Forest Service 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
 
Teresa F Myers 
Aurora, Colorado 
 
Tom Sobal 
Director, Quiet Use Coalition 
Salida, Colorado 
 
Scott Hudson 
Attorney 
Parker, Colorado 
 
David Taff 
Geologist 
Aurora, Colorado 
 
Nic Korte 
Conservation Chairman, Grand Valley Audubon Society 
Grand Junction, Colorado 
 
Jonathan Lee 
Biologist and Outdoor Program Coordinator, Metropolitan State University of Denver 
Denver, Colorado 
 
Judith Lopez 
Northern San Juan Broadband Co-leader, Great Old Broads for Wilderness  
Delta, Colorado 
 
Anne Dal Vera 
Northern Front Range Broadband Chapter Co-leader, 
Great Old Broads for Wilderness 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
 
Chris Jauhola 
Grand Valley Broadband Co-leader, Great Old Broads for Wilderness 
Grand Junction, Colorado 
 
David Bruce Rudin 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 
 
 



 

Courtney Van Kork 
Technician, City of Boulder 
Boulder, Colorado 
 
Robyn Cascade 
Citizen Scientist, Mountain Studies Institute and Great Old Broads for Wilderness 
Ouray, Colorado 
 
Chris Pedone 
MS 
Golden, Colorado 
 
Catherine Schramm 
Member, Colorado Native Plant Society 
Lakewood, Colorado 
 
Laurie Rugenstein 
Colorado State Advocate, Project Coyote 
Boulder, Colorado 
 
Misty Drake 
Conservationist, Drake Conservation Services LLC 
Englewood, Colorado 
 
Courtney Meyer 
Colorado State Advocate, Project Coyote 
Littleton, Colorado 
 
Christine Canaly 
Director, San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council 
Alamosa, Colorado 
 
Aaron Schmadeke 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
 
John Sztukowski 
Co-Executive Director of Conservation, Wild Connections 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 
 
Laurie Parkinson 
South San Juan Broadband Leadership Team, Great Old Broads for Wilderness 
Durango, Colorado 
 
 



 

Laura Thompson Olais 
Retired Federal Government Ecologist 
Durango, Colorado 
 
Michael Neil 
Community Leader 
Denver, Colorado 
 
Jon Hare 
Advocacy Director, High Country Conservation Advocates 
Gunnison, Colorado 
 
Rachel Hutchens 
Executive Director, Bluff Lake Nature Center 
Denver, Colorado 
 
Judith Westveer 
Associate Director, Southern Plains Land Trust 
Lamar, Colorado 
 
 
 
 


