Endangered Species Act Essay

Tigers are the largest species of cats in the world and they are currently going extinct.
This is what's happening to many animals around the world, but we have a chance of saving
them. The Endangered Species Act (ESA) is doing its best to protect and save endangered
animals around the world. The ESA helps by prohibiting habitat destruction, making it illegal to
harm endangered animals, and rescuing and providing special aid for injured animals. The ESA

is protecting the animals that humans have failed to protect.

First, the Endangered Species Act protects animals by prohibiting habitat destruction. In
the source “World Wildlife; The US Endangered Species Act,” the author writes, “The law
requires protection for critical habitat areas and the development and implementation of recovery
plans for Listed species," (World Wildlife). What this means is that the ESA has passed a law
that makes it illegal to develop on or destroy critical habitats. This will help give endangered
animals a place to live that isn't being destroyed. As a result, the endangered animals won't die
out because of habitat loss! Furthermore, the same source says, "The rebound of a species is a
gradual process that requires a long-term commitment dependent on many factors such as
habitat,” (World Wildlife). This tells me that the ESA is working hard for long periods to make
sure habitats are safe from destruction. This goes to show that the ESA is protecting animals in at
least one way! Habitat protection is just one of the ways the ESA is protecting endangered
animals around the world.

Moreover, the Endangered Species Act protects animals by rescuing and providing care



for injured endangered animals. For example, the MarineLand association takes injured wildlife
from the oceans and nurtures them back to health before letting them free. Based on the source
"American Humane, Marine Parks,” the author writes, “Today, the MarineLand association aims
to safeguard marine animals in the wild,” (American Humane). This association conducts sea
turtle observation campaigns and takes in injured animals to heal. Additionally, The same source
says, "Since 2017, the wildlife rehabilitation center of Antibes, created and supervised by the
MarineLand association, has already saved 7 turtles, all of which have returned to the
Mediterranean Sea," (American Humane). This article was written in 2017, so in a total of 2
years, 7 turtles had been rescued, rehabilitated, saved, and returned to their homes. At that rate,
people could keep saving sea turtles until they are no longer endangered. There are organizations
like this for other species all around the world. Animals can be saved, even if it's one by one.
Organizations that can provide care for endangered species help the ESA to protect endangered

animals.

Lastly, the Endangered Species Act protects animals by making it illegal to hunt and harm
endangered animals. In the source "Word Wildlife, the Endangered Species Act Q&A,” the
author lists the ways ESA protects species, one way being it "prohibits harming or killing
endangered species," (World Wildlife). Animals like rhinos were hunted for their horns and that's
the main reason there are only a few left. The ESA has made that illegal and is trying to revive
the species. Moreover, the same source states, "The red kangaroo was long hunted for its meat
and hide, to the point that it was listed as endangered in 1974," (World Wildlife). This is just one
example of hunting causing endangerment. Because it was made illegal to harm or kill animals,

red kangaroos were taken off the endangered list by 1995. This law enforced by the ESA will

help protect many animals killed by hunting.



In conclusion, the Endangered Species Act is saving and protecting endangered animals
worldwide. By prohibiting habitat destruction, the ESA is giving endangered animals a place to
live. By providing health care to injured and endangered animals, the ESA is reviving species
one by one. Lastly, through years of stopping animal hunting, the ESA is helping animal
populations grow. By donating to any association for the Endangered Species Act, you can help
the world save its animals, too!
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