The Vaquita is a small porpoise species that lives in the Gulf of California. Sadly, the Vaquita population has dropped in recent years due to many factors. It is now the most endangered marine mammal on earth. Here are some critical steps needed to protect this creature from extinction.
It is important to raise awareness about the vaquita not as an animal to save but a species in general. It is vital that your neighbor, community, and international leaders are educated about the importance of this species and what can be done to prevent it. This can be done in many ways such as anything from documentaries or protesting the use of certain devices. 
A giant threat to their species survival is something called bycatch which is the accidental catching of another species other than the target species. This example being the totoaba fish whose swim bladders sell for a small fortune on the black market. The government’s efforts to ban the use of certain nets like gillnets has been partially successful but the bans were only temporary but recently lifted.
To effectively protect the vaquita, it is vital that the population size, distribution, and behavior of these animals be constantly monitored. The conduct of regular surveys and research expeditions will provide valuable data that can be used to inform conservation strategies and to assess the effectiveness of ongoing protection measures by collecting valuable information. By investing in technology, such as acoustic monitoring and aerial surveys, we can learn more about the populations of vaquitas and be able to obtain accurate information about them.
As the vaquita's survival is at a critical point, immediate action needs to be taken if it is to be saved from extinction. We can protect the vaquita and ensure its future generations are able to thrive in the Gulf of California by raising awareness, implementing fishing regulations, promoting sustainable practices, strengthening international cooperation, conducting research, and supporting local communities. We need to work as a team to protect this remarkable species and preserve the biodiversity of our oceans, so let us come together and take the necessary measures to do so.
